Notes from Fr. Nick

Exultation of the Cross
The feast of the Exultation of the Cross occurs on Thursday of
this week. Legend has it that Saint Helena, mother of the Emperor Constantine, discovered the cross on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in the year 326. Constantine legalized Christianity in 314
A.D. She ordered the Church of the Holy Sepulcher built on the
site and a portion of the cross was placed in the church. The
feast is dated from the day of the dedication of the church.
Over the centuries, so many “relics” of the cross have surfaced
that one could build an entire house from the wood! The naive
piety of many people—plus the unscrupulousness of others—
diminished the value of all these relics, including any that could
be authentic. This also raises a question about the prominence of
the feast. After all, isn’t Good Friday the true feast of the Cross?
Maybe the best way to see this feast is from an historical perspective. Helena’s pilgrimage was part of the Roman Emperor’s
campaign to secure Christianity as part of his authority. And
from these earliest times many have lamented the Church becoming a legitimate institution tied to the Empire. They say it
was the beginning of the Church loosing contact with its roots.
I don’t doubt the truth of their claims, but it’s the reality of our
history. There has always been a delicate balance between the
Church’s secular authority, and there are plenty of instances in our history when we have better represented
worldly interests than those of Christ.
Pope Francis has called for a return to the simplicity of the early Church. Perhaps the feast of the Exultation of the
Cross should remind us of our failings as well as strengths. On one hand, ignoring our history—or worse, excusing
it—can lead to even more abuses of authority. On the other hand, using the feast to acknowledge our negative history, and accepting the value that authority brings with it, can help us to follow Christ more faithfully in the future.

R.S.V.P. for Fr. Nick’s Installation Reception +
Welcome to New Parishioners and to Fr. Ioane and Fr. Laurent
At the 11:00 am Mass on Sunday, October 8th, the Very Reverend George Mockel, Vicar General of the Diocese of Oakland, will formally install Fr. Nicholas Glisson as our new pastor. Immediately after the Mass, we
will proceed to the new Dominican Garden for a reception and welcome to new parishioners and priests.

Please email rsvp@marymagdalen.org or call the parish office to let us know you’re coming. We would also
appreciate contributions of either cheese and crackers or a side salad to our delicious lunch. Thank you!
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