Notes from Fr. Nick

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
In many ways, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
has become a modern saint. His courage,
eloquence, organizational skills and not
least, his faith, moved the civil rights cause
ahead at a pace few would have predicted
at the end of the Second World War.
Yet, because many people who knew the
Reverend King personally are still alive,
we are also conscious that he was a human
being with the limitations that we all
share. Dr. King had an ego. His family,
friends and coworkers will tell you there
were times when the great leader could be diﬃcult to be around.
For me, the Reverend King’s foibles and idiosyncrasies do not detract
from his greatness. Rather, these very traits remind me that sainthood is not about being perfect, but striving for perfection. Every
saint has possessed a fully-rounded personality that includes the
bugs and annoyances that made them difficult to live with at times.
Sometimes these were the very traits that made them great.
As saints fade from living memory, it is easy to forget about the irritating aspects of their personalities. When this happens, we run the
risk of limiting their eﬀectiveness as examples for our lives. We forget that they struggled with faults just like the rest of us, and that
they still lived holy lives in spite of their faults. I’m sure that Mrs.
King, Sr. had to scold Martin as a child. Yet his struggle toward perfection is the quality that sets apart Martin Luther King, Jr., and all
the rest of the saints as well.

The 2017 Parish Directory is nearly finished,
but we need your photo for it to be complete!
For only $10, your photo can appear in the upcoming Directory! Simply bring a photo of
yourself or your family to the parish oﬃce to be
scanned, or email a digital photo to Laura at
bulletin@marymagdalen.org. Be sure to name all
persons in your picture. [Note: if you had your
photo taken by Lifetouch, your photo will
appear in the Directory, and you’ll get a copy.]
A photographer will be in Norton Hall after
Mass today (Sunday). Ask for Theresa!

