Notes from Fr. Nick

Epiphany
The word Epiphany comes from Greek and means manifestation. In the gospel story there is interplay
between the image of the star as a manifestation of the presence of God among us and God manifesting
himself in the person of Jesus. The star showed the way for the first believers from outside Israel and the
infant Christ showed them the way to salvation.
In most parts of the world the date of Epiphany is January 6th.
Since it is not a national holiday in the United States, it was
recently moved to the first Sunday following this date,
so that we can celebrate the feast appropriately.
Epiphany has many levels of meaning. In the West,
it signifies the end of the twelve days of Christ
mas and, with the visit by the Magi, represents
the revelation of Christ to the world beyond
Judaism. In the Eastern Church the feast is
also known as Theophany (“manifestation
of God”), where it commemorates the birth
of Jesus and the revelation of the Trinity.
Some Eastern Churches also celebrate
January 6th as Christmas.
We can give thanks on Epiphany that we Gentiles
are included in salvation. The Messiah came to save all
people. What began in God’s covenant to Abraham now
extends to anyone who will accept the love of God. At the very
beginning of Christ’s life, through the visit of the Magi, God made it known that Salvation is for all.
In addition to our liturgical celebrations, we’re observing Epiphany at St. Mary Magdalen by an open
house in the Parish Rectory. We hope everyone will stop in after the 11:00 am Mass… whether you have
a ‘gift’ to bring, or not. (Enter through the priests’ back entrance, next to our garage.) Our celebration
together acknowledges that the Christmas season has not ended. It began on December 25 th, and will
close on Monday with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
Painting: Fra’ Angelico and Fra’ Filippo Lippi, The Adoration of the Magi. (National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.)

The 2017 Parish Directory is nearly finished, but we need your photo for it to be complete!
For only $10, your photo can appear in the upcoming Directory! Simply bring a photo of
yourself or your family to the parish office to be
scanned, or email a digital photo to Laura at
bulletin@marymagdalen.org. Be sure to name
everyone in your picture. [If you had your
photo taken in the Parish Hall by Lifetouch
— back at the end of 2015 — your photo will
appear in the Directory, and you will receive a free copy.]

