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SUNDAY MASSES 

DAILY MASSES 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
Monday—Saturday 7:55 am 
Monday—Friday     5:10 pm 

ROSARY 

Monday—Saturday 9:00 am 

Saturday 4:00 pm 
     (and by appointment) 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday—Friday  

     9:00 am—5:00 pm 
     Closed for Lunch: Noon-1:00 pm 
 

Phone: 510-526-4811  

Saturday 5:30 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday    8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am 

Monday—Saturday 8:30 am 
Monday—Friday     5:30 pm 

WEBSITE    

marymagdalen.org  David Goines, 2002 

BAPTISM:

MARRIAGE:       Please contact the pastor at least six months prior to the wedding. 

CONFIRMATION: Classes run September-May in the convent after the 9:30 am Mass. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: The Sacrament is offered at every 5th Sunday Mass, and by appointment. 

Preparation classes take place on the first Monday of the month. 
Please call the parish office for more information. “Together we share our 

Faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

We live the Gospel, 
and we care for others.” 

 December 15th, 2019  |  3rd Sunday in Advent (Gaudete Sunday), Year A 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/mary-magdalene-first-easter-egg/
http://marymagdalen.org
http://marymagdalen.org
https://www.facebook.com/SaintMaryMagdalenParish/
https://www.instagram.com/smmberkeley/
https://twitter.com/smmberkeley
https://www.goines.net/biography.html


Parish & School Staff 
  

Fr. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor  (ext. 112) 

pastor@marymagdalen.org 
 

Norah Hippolyte, Business Manager 

nhippolyte@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 111) 
 

Andy Canepa, Music Director  (ext. 122) 

acanepa@marymagdalen.org 
 

Heather Skinner, Parish Director of Religious 

Education & Vice-Principal, School of the Madeleine 

(510) 526-4744  hskinner@themadeleine.com 
 

Deacon Jeff Burns, Parish Renewal 

jburns@marymagdalen.org 
 

Deacon Stanley Goh, RCIA  

rcia@marymagdalen.org 

 

Cat Nielsen, Parish Technologist 
website@marymagdalen.org (ext. 113) 
 

Carolyn Tune, Office Assistant (ext. 110) 

ctune@marymagdalen.org 
 

Oscar Guillen, Facilities Supervisor 

Ana Guillen, Housekeeper 
 

 

Fr. Laurent Okitakatshi, In Residence (ext. 125) 
lokitakatshi@marymagdalen.org 
 

Fr. W. E. Ngema, In Residence (ext. 126) 
wngema@marymagdalen.org  
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Dennis Smith, Convener 
ppc@marymagdalen.org 
   

Parish Finance Council 
Ann Flemer, Chair  
theflemer@aol.com  
 

School of  

the Madeleine 
1225 Milvia Street 

Berkeley, CA 94709 

(510) 526-4744  
  

Joseph Nagel, Principal 

jnagel@themadeleine.com 
 

Jennifer Walwark, Vice-Principal 

jwalwark@themadeleine.com 
 

Mary Schweska, Secretary 

mschweska@themadeleine.com 
 
 

Laura Morland, Volunteer Bulletin Editor 
bulletin@marymagdalen.org (ext. 118) 

Parish Calendar for December 2019 
 

December 15 

Today 

Holiday Outreach Gift Gathering & Sorting 

8:00 am—Noon, Parish Hall. Volunteers Welcome! 

December 15 

Today 

Concert, Caroling & Christmas Tree Lighting 

3:30 pm, Church; 5:00 pm, Dominican Garden 

December 16 

Monday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) Service 

7:30 pm, Church (Five priests for confessions!) 

December  

16, 23 

Eucharistic Adoration (Holy Hour) 

6:05 pm, Church  (See page 3 for more details.) 

December 17 

Tuesday 

RCIA Sessions (Catechumenate) 

Tuesdays 7:00 - 9:00 pm, Norton Hall 

December 18 

Wednesday 

SPRED (Special Religious Education) 

Wednesdays, 6:00 - 9:00 pm, Norton Hall 

December 19 

Thursday 

Faith Studies: The Story of Salvation 

Thursdays, 7:00-9:00 pm, Norton Hall 

December 21 

Saturday 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Schola Magdalena  

8:00 pm, Church  (See page 6 for details.) 

December 22 

Sunday 

4th Sunday Dinner for the Poor & Homeless  

12:00 (set up); 3:00 pm (dinner), Parish Hall 

December 24 

Tuesday 

Christmas Eve: Children’s Mass: 5:00 pm, Church 

Mass in the Night; 10:00 pm, Church 

December 25 

Wednesday 

Masses of Christmas Day 

9:00 am & 11:00 am  [Parish Office will be closed.] 
 

 

https://marymagdalen.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Fr.-Nicholas-Glissen.pdf
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http://www.andycanepa.com/home.html
mailto:acanepa@marymagdalen.org
mailto:hskinner@themadeleine.com
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mailto:jburns@marymagdalen.org
mailto:acanepa@marymagdalen.org
mailto:rcia@marymagdalen.org
mailto:acanepa@marymagdalen.org
mailto:website@marymagdalen.org
mailto:ctune@marymagdalen.org
mailto:lokitakatshi@marymagdalen.org
mailto:wngema@marymagdalen.org
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mailto:bulletin@marymagdalen.org
https://marymagdalen.org/rcia/
https://www.oakdiocese.org/ministries-formation/spred
http://marymagdalen.org/1st-4th-sunday-dinners/
http://www.msjdominicans.org/
http://www.msjdominicans.org/
http://www.msjdominicans.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaudete_Sunday


 

Saturday 5:30 Intentions of Jerry Britschgi 

Sunday  8:00 William Perez RIP 

  9:30 For the People of the Parish 

  11:30 Elisa Y. Adorna RIP 

Monday 8:30 Intentions of Vivian Zelaya 

  5:30 Alberto Lao RIP 

Tuesday 8:30 Intentions of Adris Scollin 

  5:30 Carol Brill RIP 

Wednesday 8:30 Intentions of Bill & Ann Betschart 

  5:30 Carol Brill RIP 

Thursday 8:30 Rex Vaubel RIP 

  5:30 Carol Brill RIP 

Friday  8:30 Jean Bissionette Whalen RIP 

  5:30 Peter Hurd RIP and  

    Intentions of Mary Hurd 

Saturday 8:30 Alejandro Lukban RIP and 

    Intentions of Leila Lukban 

7,7, 

Collections: Week Ending December 8th 
 

Sunday 
 

Actual 
 

Budget 
 

Difference 

12/08/2019 $13,064.64 $8,843.00 $4,221.64 

  Year-to-Date: $423,005.19 $444,964.00 -$21,958.81 

 
 

 

15th 3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
       Isaiah 35:1-10 / James 5:7-10 /               

  Matthew 11:2-11 
16th  Weekday in Advent  
   Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17 / Matthew 21:23-27 
17th Weekday in Advent  
   Genesis 49:2, 8-10 / Matthew 1:1-17 
18th Weekday in Advent  
      Jeremiah 23:5-8 / Matthew 1:18-25 
19th Weekday in Advent 

     Judges 13:2-7, 24-25 / Luke 1:5-25 
20th Weekday in Advent  
    Isaiah 7:10-14 / Luke 1:26-38 
21st Weekday in Advent [St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor]  
    Zephaniah 3:14-20 / Luke 1:39-45 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Would you like to help organize funerals in 

our parish?  Fr. Nick needs one or two more 

people to join our team of rotating parish 

Funeral Coordinators. Training is provided. 

The time commitment varies; all duties are 

shared with other volunteers. If interested, 

please email pastor@marymagdalen.org. 

 

A Huge Thank You from the  

 

"St. Mary Magdalen’s parishioners [and school-

children] do it again! I tally a total of 991 pounds 

for November, Thanksgiving, &  December! Wow!!!” 

Exposition and Benediction (Holy Hour) takes 
place at 6:05 pm on Monday, Dec. 16th & 23rd.   
 

St. John Paul II: “Our communal worship at 
Mass must go together with our personal wor-
ship of Jesus in Eucharistic adoration in order 
that our love may be complete.” (Redeemer of Man.)   
 

Please join your fellow parishioners as we are 
led by Fr. Laurent, Fr. Ngema, and Dn. Stanley. 

 

https://www.themadeleine.com/
mailto:pastor@marymagdalen.org?subject=Funeral%20Coordinator%20Committee


 

Notes from Fr. Nick 
 
 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Tomorrow evening we will celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation as a community for the first time since 

the summer. In a culture that continuously promotes 

our sense of well-being, it is easy to for us to avoid the 

parts of our lives and personalities that are not so     

savory. Instead of frankly admitting to ourselves that 

we do not always live up to the ideals we profess, we 

often find ways to justify our behavior. In short, we 

are sinners, even though we may not want to admit it. 
 

Gathering as a community to publicly acknowledge 

our sorrow and ask forgiveness is an important 

means of confronting the rationalizing tendencies that 

enable us to avoid our faults. Sometimes our sinful-

ness hits us squarely in the face, and it is fairly easy to 

recognize our guilt. However, more often than not, sin creeps in through morally ambiguous situations.        

Further, we sometimes find ourselves participating in immoral behavior, where (although we are not the 

direct cause) we do share in some of the guilt. Finally, when we survey our personal attitudes, we may   

realize that — although we can’t put our finger on a   

specific instance of sinfulness — we are nevertheless 

sinful by the way our negativity poisons our lives and 

the lives of those around us. 
 

Participating in the Parish Penance Service at 7:30 p.m. 

tomorrow (Monday), is a means for us to right the great 

and small wrongs that have accumulated in our lives 

over the past several months. It is a way to make this 

Advent a true preparation for the feast of Christmas. 

Finally, this Sacrament is a means by which we 

acknowledge before God and the Christian Community 

that while our lives are filled with grace, we still need 

God’s mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Today, December 15th, we’ll welcome volunteers  
of all ages to help sort and wrap the gifts in the 
Parish Hall from 8:00 am to Noon. Please drop off 
unwrapped gifts today, December 15th, between 
8:00 and 11:00 am in the Parish Hall.  
Your checks are welcome!  Please make them out   
to St. Mary Magdalen with « HO » on the memoran-
dum line. Our recipient charities are: St. Mary’s 
Center, the Mercy Center Brown Bag Program for 
Seniors, Elizabeth House, St. Vincent de Paul, East 
Bay Sanctuary and Catholic Charities.  

 

Holiday Outreach 
2019—Help Out  

TODAY !!  

https://marymagdalen.org/holiday-outreach/


Final Stretch for Buck$ for Blanket$ ! 
 

 

 

 

 

Government Oversight Reports on the  
Administration’s “Zero Tolerance Policy”    

Recent reports by the Department of Homeland Secu-

rity (DHS) Office of the Inspector General (OIG) con-

clude the following about the Trump Administra-

tion’s “Zero Tolerance Policy” on immigration: 

 orders to prioritize prosecuting people for    

immigration-related offenses in 2017 and 2018 

put a significant strain on law enforcement 

across the border, diverting resources away 

from drug and organized crime prosecutions. 

The increase in immigration prosecutions, 

which played a primary role in the family sep-

aration crisis, also led to overcrowded jails, 

backed up court dockets, and overwhelmed 

prosecutors and federal public defenders.” 

 DHS was “not fully prepared to implement the 

Zero Tolerance Policy.” 

 DHS was not prepared to “deal with certain 

effects” of the policy, such as family separation, 

deportation of parents back to possible harm 

without their children, detention of children in 

government custody without their families, 

and psychological trauma suffered by children 

and parents alike. 

 The audit confirms that the policy of family 

separation existed, despite denials by then-head 

Kirstjen Nielsen that there was any such policy. 

 OIG requested all data from DHS on family 

separation after April 19, 2018, a date selected 

because Border Patrol officials “stated that they 

could not feasibly identify children who were 

separated before that date.”  

 OIG noted Border Patrol was unequipped to 

handle non-verbal children – babies & toddlers. 
 

Asylum Seekers and Buck$ for Blanket$ 
Thank you if you have already donated! Our par-

ish Peace & Justice Committee hopes to provide 100 

blankets ($2500) before Christmas. So please join 

the Buck$ for Blanket$ campaign and donate on 

the Parish website to Refugee Aid (under Special 

Collections) or drop off a check at the office 

(specify Refugee Aid on the memo line). The Peace  

& Justice Committee will report on the results of our 

funds drive in the December 22nd Bulletin. 

 

Come to the Children’s Concert at 3:30 pm in the 
Church, followed by a Caroling & Tree Lighting 
Ceremony in the Dominican Garden at 5:00 pm!   
 

 2018 photos: Parishioner Samuel Leung 

TODAY: Children’s Concert & Tree Lighting 

You can help asylum- 

seekers awaiting immigration  

hearings at the border who are 

enduring the squalid conditions at 

the Matamoros, Mexico, encampment. 

Donating to the Buck$ for Blanket$ 

campaign [see column at below right] will  

provide much-needed blankets for refugees.  

 

         The Peace & Justice Committee of St. Mary  

   Magdalen has already sent $500.00 to the 

           Buck$ for Blanket$ campaign.  
  

    However, our goal is to provide  

           100 blankets before Christmas! 

    The cost will be $2,500.00.  

           Please prayerfully give 

     what you are able. 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/immigration-prosecutions


 

Les Fils Médiévaux: 

Featuring pieces from the: 
  

 Cantigas de Santa Maria 
     Llibre Vermell 
         Roman de Fauvel  
 

 and works by: 
 

  Dufay ~ Binchois ~ Anchieta 

Musicians: 
 
The Schola Magdalena, voices 
Letitia Berlin & Frances Blaker, recorders 
Roy Whelden, vielle, viola da gamba 
Amy Brodo, viola da gamba 
Cheryl Ann Fulton, harps 
Andy Canepa, conductor and percussion  

 13th ~ 15th Century Music from France & Spain  

Celebrating the  

Mother & Savior Child 

 

 

Saturday, December 21st 

7:30 pm Lecture by John Prescott  

8:00 p.m Concert  
 

Tickets range from $15 to $35 

Advance (discount) tickets: medievalthreads.bpt.me 

http://medievalthreads.bpt.me/
http://medievalthreads.bpt.me/
http://medievalthreads.bpt.me/
http://medievalthreads.bpt.me/
http://medievalthreads.bpt.me


$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

MATT BOWMAN
COMPLETE

TREE CARE
FREE ESTIMATES
• Trimming/Removal

• Aesthetic Tree

Maintenance

• Disease and Pest

Diagnosis

• 20 Years Experience

• Fully Insured 

P.L. & P.D.

510-883-1748
919138 St Mary Magdalen Church

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

The Way of the Cross
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BOOK

FOR PRAYER ($1.95)
CD ($17) CONTAINS MUSIC

REFLECTIONS FOR EACH STATION.

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

World Library Publications
The music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For  Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

ONE NAME TO REMEMBER 
WHEN IT’S TIME TO

REMEMBER
EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE

SERVICES SINCE 1908

101 Colusa Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530

F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT
PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM • 510.525.5111

CEMETERY • CREMATORY • MORTUARY



thekidsbulletin.com 

http://thekidsbulletin.wordpress.com

