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 “Together we share our 
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 Notes from Fr. Nick 
 

             The Sacrament of Confirmation 

Finally, after months of delays, we will confirm our young people as adult members of the Christian Church on         

Sunday afternoon. The celebration will be unusual for two reasons: First, I will minister the sacrament. Normally this  

is reserved to the bishop in all cases but emergencies,  and for those entering the Church as part of the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Bishop Barber delegated me because the continuing Covid-19 crisis makes it difficult for 

him to visit each parish. Second, the liturgy will take place outdoors. The normal place to celebrate Confirmation is in 

the church, as it is for all the sacraments. Because there is less danger of catching the virus in the open air, our Confir-

mandi will receive the sacrament in the Dominican Garden.  
 

In the ancient Church, the anointing of Confirmation was a part of Baptism. The anointing represented a sealing and 

strengthening by the Holy Spirit. During the Middle Ages, the Western Church separated this anointing from the baptis-

mal liturgy for reasons that are not entirely clear. (In the Eastern church, to this day, babies are confirmed and receive Eu-

charist at the same liturgy.) Gradually, bishops took over the Confirmation anointing—now with the laying on of hands—

from the local priests. In 1910 Pope Pius X moved the age for receiving Holy Communion from the age of twelve to seven, 

to encourage more frequent reception. This caused a split in the Western Church: most English-speaking countries left 

Confirmation to be received at twelve years of age, while some other countries moved it to infancy.  
 

The change in age for receiving Confirmation caused the theology of the sacrament to differ from one place to another. 

When I received the sacrament at age twelve, I was taught it was to strengthen me so I could defend my faith. As we 

received the anointing and laying on of hands, the bishop gave each 

of us a ritual slap on the cheek to remind us we might have to suffer 

for our faith. (This ‘slap’ was removed from the ritual after Vatican 

II.) Needless to say, it is impossible to teach this meaning to those 

receiving the sacrament as infants. 
 

More recently, we have learned that Confirmation makes us ‘adults in 

the Church’. This meaning goes back to our earliest days, when adults 

received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation & Eucha-

rist) together, and were thus seen as mature members of the commun-

ity. Since we don’t have a sacrament designated for adulthood, I think 

this makes sense, but we should bear in mind that this sacrament’s 

meaning has varied over the Church’s life.  
 

Congratulations to our Confirmandi ! You are completing the Sacraments of Initiation. You may now take your seat 

alongside the adult Christians in our parish and diocese. I hope you will take this role seriously. I hope you’ll consider 

serving on the Parish Council or as a liturgical minister, or that you’ll work in Christian formation or volunteer to help 

the poor. May you share the grace given you with the world around you! 

 St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Parish 

 

Public Vigil Mass This Saturday !   
 

It’s now official: we will celebrate one pub-

lic Mass per week, outdoors in the Domini-

can Garden. Services will begin this Satur-

day, September 19th, at 5:30 pm, and the 

readings will be those for Sunday. If you 

would like to help set up for the service, 

please let Norah know of your availability. 
 

The Livestream Mass will continue to be 

broadcast Sunday mornings on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintMaryMagdalenParish/
https://www.instagram.com/smmberkeley/
https://twitter.com/smmberkeley
https://marymagdalen.org/
https://marymagdalen.org
http://marymagdalen.org
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/mary-magdalene-first-easter-egg/


Parish & School Staff 
  

Fr. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor   
pastor@marymagdalen.org (ext. 112) 
 

Norah Hippolyte, Business Manager 
nhippolyte@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 111) 
 

Andy Canepa, Music Director   
acanepa@marymagdalen.org (ext. 122) 
 

Heather Skinner, Director of Religious 

Education & VP, School of the Madeleine 
hskinner@themadeleine.com   
 

Deacon Jeff Burns, Parish Renewal 
jburns@marymagdalen.org 
 

Deacon Stanley Goh, S.J., RCIA  
ygoh@scu.edu  
 

Cat Nielsen, Parish Technologist 
website@marymagdalen.org (ext. 113) 
 

Carolyn Tune, Office Assistant  

ctune@marymagdalen.org (ext. 110) 
 

Oscar Guillen, Facilities Supervisor 

Ana Guillen, Housekeeper 
 

 

Fr. Ioane Patita Ono, In Residence 
ioaneono@marymagdalen.org (ext. 124) 
 

Fr. Anthony Nwankwo, In Residence 
anwankwo@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 126) 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Dennis Smith, Convener 
ppc@marymagdalen.org 
 

Parish Finance Council 
Ann Flemer, Chair  
theflemer@aol.com  
 

Laura Morland 
Volunteer Bulletin Editor  
bulletin@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 118) 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference (ext. 787) 
 

School of the Madeleine 
1225 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94709 

(510) 526-4744  
  

Joseph Nagel, Principal 

jnagel@themadeleine.com 
 

Jennifer Walwark, Vice-Principal 

jwalwark@themadeleine.com 
 

Mary Schweska, Secretary 

mschweska@themadeleine.com 

CFCS Funeral Services 510-223-2165  
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https://marymagdalen.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Fr.-Nicholas-Glissen.pdf
mailto:pastor@marymagdalen.org
mailto:nhippolyte@marymagdalen.org
mailto:acanepa@marymagdalen.org
mailto:hskinner@themadeleine.com
https://www.fst.edu/faculty-staff/jeffrey-burns-phd/
mailto:jburns@marymagdalen.org
mailto:acanepa@marymagdalen.org
mailto:ygoh@scu.edu
mailto:website@marymagdalen.org
mailto:ctune@marymagdalen.org
mailto:ioaneono@marymagdalen.org
mailto:ANwankwo@marymagdalen.org
mailto:ANwankwo@marymagdalen.org
http://marymagdalen.org/parish-pastoral-council/
mailto:ppc@marymagdalen.com
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/matthew/2:19
http://marymagdalen.org/parish-finance-council/
mailto:theflemer@aol.com?subject=A%20question%20for%20the%20Chair%20of%20the%20Parish%20Finance%20Council
mailto:bulletin@marymagdalen.org
http://www.themadeleine.com
mailto:jnagel@themadeleine.com
mailto:jwalwark@themadeleine.com
mailto:mschweska@themadeleine.com
http://thekidsbulletin.com/
http://thekidsbulletin.com/
http://thekidsbulletin.wordpress.com
https://ocarm.org/en/content/lectio/lectio-matthew-1821-35


 

 

The 2020 Census Ends This Month! First, please 

complete your census information if you haven’t 

already done so. Then encourage others to complete 

the Census. The Census data determines funding 

for vital services, such as fire departments, disaster 

response, health clinics, highways, and educational 

programs such as Head Start and tuition assistance, 

as well as determining political representation.  

Stay informed – visit 2020census.gov to learn more. 
 

As of September 7th, the self-reported completion 

rate in Alameda County was 73.9% and in Contra 

Costa County, 75.9%. We can do better! 
 

Federal Executions 2020: Keith Dwayne Nelson, the 

fifth federal inmate put to death by the Administra-

tion in 2020, was executed on August 28th.  Two 

more executions are scheduled at the end of this 

month: William Emmett LeCroy, Jr. and Andre Vialva. 

These are the first federal executions since 2003. 

How does our faith call us to respond?  Do we risk 

becoming inured to capital punishment?  Resources:  

deathpenaltyinfo.org   deathpenalty.org 

catholicmobilizingnetwork.org 
 

DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals): 

Eligible candidates for DACA status were buoyed 

when the Supreme Court’s ruled in July that DACA 

provisions must remain in place. But the Admini- 

stration (through the Department of Homeland Security) 

immediately issued rule changes that: (1) prevent first-

time applicants from applying, (2) limit renewal 

terms, and (3) impose other rules that have caused 

many of these childhood arrivals to live in fear of 

deportation. The Administration’s changes ignore 

the spirit and the letter of the Supreme Court’s ruling. 

The Peace & Justice Committee reminds you that 

acts of charity can also contribute to social justice. 

Our local conference of St. Vincent de 

Paul is encouraging you to support 

your neighbors in Berkeley by donat-

ing to the Walk for the Poor. When 

you receive a call from parishioner 

Monique Duax, please consider donating an 

amount from $35 to $50, if you are able, and please 

make out your check to St. Vincent de Paul. 

Saturday 5:30 Intentions of Br. Xavier Marie Wu, OP 
Sunday  8:00 Thelma and Claver Ramos RIP 
  9:30 For the People of the Parish 

Monday  8:30 Intentions of Elizabeth Silloway 

  5:30 Intentions of Chet Grycz 

Tuesday  8:30 Intentions of Anna Maria Lukban 

  5:30 Sheila RIP 

Wednesday 8:30 Val Gerard Fan  

Thursday 8:30 Ben & Marjorie Mathias RIP 

  5:30 Marciana Ghilardi RIP 

Friday  8:30 Katherine Munter RIP 

  5:30 Justine Hume RIP 

Saturday 8:30 Intentions of Mary Ann Onglatco 

 

 

 

13th  24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
     Sirach 27:30-28:7 / Romans 14:7-9 / Matthew 18:21-35  
14th  Feast [EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS] 
    Numbers 21:4-9 / Philippians 2:6-11 / John 3:13-17  
15th  Memorial [Our Lady of Sorrows] 

     1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27-31 / Jn 19:25-27 
16th  Memorial [Sts. Cornelius, Pope, & Cyprian, Bishop] 
     1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 / Luke 7:31-35 
17th  Weekday [St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop & Doctor] 

   1 Corinthians 15:1-11 / Luke 7:36-50 
18th  Weekday  
    1 Corinthians 15:12-20 / Luke 8:1-3 
19th  Weekday [St. Januarius, Bishop & Martyr; BVM] 
    1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49 / Luke 8:4-15 

Donations for the last two weeks will be reported next week. 

Dear Parishioners, you know my love for    
Jesus—who cured me of asthma on Pentecost 
Day 35 years ago—and you know my love 
for the poor, for whom I have walked every 
year ever since the Walk for the Poor began. 
A regional Saint Vincent de Paul Walk for the 

Poor will not take place this year, but I shall walk alone 
anyway on September 27th. Because of Covid-19, our 
neighbors helped by  Saint Vincent  de Paul are suffering 
greatly. Therefore, dear parishioners, I am humbly asking 
you to be very generous. 
 

Please make out your checks to « St. Vincent de Paul ».   
    

Expect my call!  Thank you ever so much. ~ Monique Duax 

Virtual Blessing of the Animals  
 

Yes, our pets can still be blessed this year!  

Please email an image of your cat, dog, rat, 

tropical fish or other beloved family member 

by this Friday; your pet will be featured in a 

collage to be blessed. Email:  website@marymagdalen.org 

http://www.2020census.gov
http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org
http://www.deathpenalty.org
http://www.catholicmobilizingnetwork.org
https://marymagdalen.org/donate/
mailto:website@marymagdalen.org?subject=Blessing%20of%20the%20Animals
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10% OFF WITH THIS AD 1081 Eastshore Hwy
Family Operated since 1986 Albany, CA, 94710

Between Gilman and Buchanan
info@floordimensions.com 510-525-5656

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

MATT BOWMAN
COMPLETE

TREE CARE
FREE ESTIMATES
• Trimming/Removal

• Aesthetic Tree

Maintenance

• Disease and Pest

Diagnosis

• 20 Years Experience

• Fully Insured 

P.L. & P.D.

510-883-1748
919138 St Mary Magdalen Church

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For  Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

ONE NAME TO REMEMBER 
WHEN IT’S TIME TO

REMEMBER
EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE

SERVICES SINCE 1908

101 Colusa Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530

F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT
PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM • 510.525.5111
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