
 

  

 

   

   Rev. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor     

   His Excellency, Michael Barber, SJ, Bishop — Diocese of Oakland 
 

    

 Notes from Fr. Nick 
 

             Friedrich Hegel 
Although he lived more than 150 years ago, the philosopher Friedrich Hegel has a lot to say about the present day.   

Unfortunately, his writing was impenetrably dense, and he isn’t studied so much these days on account of it. Never-

theless, Hegel’s philosophy can help us to understand ourselves. There are five major themes in Hegel’s philosophy: 
 

First, Hegel believed we could learn from history. A negative side-effect of the Enlightenment was the belief that human 

beings had entered into a new phase, and that all previous eras were barbaric. For example, Hegel pointed out that the 

ancient world could teach us about the need for community in the face of the dehumanizing industrial revolution.  
 

Second, we can learn from people whom we dislike. Knowledge is disseminated throughout humanity. The seeds of 

good ideas can be found in places we least expect. Thus, we should take seriously the points of view of people with 

whom we disagree. 
 

Third, human history is messy! This may be Hegel’s most important point. He says most of human progress is made up 

of corrections from earlier excesses. He calls this a dialectic. For instance, the swing in art in the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries from excessive realism to abstraction has resulted in contemporary art that is both accessible and delves into 

the creative force that brought it about. This thesis, antithesis, synthesis approach is called the Hegelian Triad.  
 

Fourth, art has a purpose. It presents ideas in a sentient way rather than abstractly. Often a painting or poem can get an 

idea across succinctly and in a more nuanced way than can be expressed in an essay. Art is not just for art’s sake. 
 

Fifth, we need new institutions. As human society progresses, it needs new structures to accommodate its needs. For 

example, in the early 19th century, democracy, was a relatively untried form of governance. It arose as a new institution 

to meet the needs of a newly wealthy and mobile society.  
 

It doesn’t take a major intellect to see 

some problems with Hegel’s thinking. 

I believe we have come to assume that 

the swing from thesis to anthesis and 

back to synthesis is inevitable, leading 

us to waste a lot of time and energy 

stating an extreme position in response 

to another extreme, when we might be 

able to work out a common solution 

agreeable to all. Having said this, I  

believe that knowing how our world 

builds much of its self-understanding 

on Hegel’s ideas may help us to better 

understand ourselves and our world 

—including the Church. 

 

 Saturday 4:00 pm 
     (and by appointment) 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

     OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday—Friday  

     9:00 am—5:00 pm 
     Closed for Lunch: Noon-1:00 pm 
 

Phone: 510-526-4811  

      

 “Together we share our 
Faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

We live the Gospel, 
and we care for others.” 

WEBSITE              

2005 Berryman Street | Berkeley, CA 94709 | 510-526-4811 | marymagdalen.org 
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Last Saturday, parishioner Mary Emily Onglatco organized a Rosary Rally in the Dominican   
Garden, attended by (perhaps) the youngest member of our parish, baby Clare Deist.  

https://www.facebook.com/SaintMaryMagdalenParish/
https://www.instagram.com/smmberkeley/
https://twitter.com/smmberkeley
https://marymagdalen.org/
https://marymagdalen.org
https://marymagdalen.org
https://marymagdalen.org
https://marymagdalen.org
https://marymagdalen.org
https://marymagdalen.org
https://marymagdalen.org
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/mary-magdalene-first-easter-egg/


Parish & School Staff 
  

Fr. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor   
pastor@marymagdalen.org (ext. 112) 
 

Norah Hippolyte, Business Manager 
nhippolyte@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 111) 
 

Andy Canepa, Music Director   
acanepa@marymagdalen.org (ext. 122) 
 

Heather Skinner, Director of Religious 

Education & VP, School of the Madeleine 
hskinner@themadeleine.com   
 

Deacon Jeff Burns, Parish Renewal 
jburns@marymagdalen.org 
 

Deacon Stanley Goh, S.J., RCIA  
ygoh@scu.edu  
 

Cat Nielsen, Parish Technologist 
website@marymagdalen.org (ext. 113) 
 

Carolyn Tune, Office Assistant  

ctune@marymagdalen.org (ext. 110) 
 

Oscar Guillen, Facilities Supervisor 

Ana Guillen, Housekeeper 
 

 

Fr. Ioane Patita Ono, In Residence 
ioaneono@marymagdalen.org (ext. 124) 
 

Fr. Anthony Nwankwo, In Residence 
anwankwo@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 126) 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Kristin Collins, Convener 
ppc@marymagdalen.org 
 

Parish Finance Council 
Ann Flemer, Chair  
theflemer@aol.com  
 

Laura Morland 
Volunteer Bulletin Editor  
bulletin@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 118) 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference (ext. 787) 
 

School of the Madeleine 
1225 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94709 

(510) 526-4744  
  

Joseph Nagel, Principal 

jnagel@themadeleine.com 
 

Jennifer Walwark, Vice-Principal 

jwalwark@themadeleine.com 
 

Mary Schweska, Secretary 

madmary@themadeleine.com 

CFCS Funeral Services 510-223-2165  
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https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-on-paying-taxes-700647


Saturday 5:30 The Burhans Family RIP 
Sunday  8:00 Intentions of Paul Smith 
  9:30 For the People of the Parish 
  11:30 Justine Hume RIP 

Monday  8:30 Intentions of Fr. Sergius Propst, OP 

    and Fr. Anthony Rosevear, OP  

  5:30 Intentions of John & Pat McKibben 

Tuesday  8:30 Intentions of M. Emily Onglatco 

  5:30 Intentions of Fr. Mac Lingo 

Wednesday 8:30 Intentions of Br. Cassian Smyth 

  5:30 John O’Leary RIP 

Thursday 8:30 Anton Betschart RIP 

  5:30 Intentions of Yolanda & Victor Espejo RIP  

Friday  8:30 Intentions of Emilio Jose Guzman 

  5:30 Eulalia Artiaga RIP 

Saturday 8:30 Intentions of Fr. Larry Sergott 

 

 

 

18th  29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
     Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 / 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 /  
        Matthew 22:15-21 
19th  Weekday  
    Ephesians 2:1-10 / Luke 12:13-21 
20th  Weekday [St. Paul of the Cross, Priest] 
     Ephesians 2:12-22 / Luke 12:35-38 
21st  Weekday     

  Ephesians 3:2-12 / Luke 12:39-48 
22nd  Weekday [St. John Paul II, Pope] 
    Ephesians 3:14-21 / Luke 12:49-53 
23rd  Weekday [St. John of Capistrano, Priest] 
      Ephesians 4:1-6 / Luke 12:54-59 
24th  Weekday [St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop; BVM]  
     Ephesians 4:7-16 / Luke 13:1-9 

 

Collection for the Week Ending October 11th 
 

Sunday 
 

Actual 
 

Budget 
 

 Difference 

10/11/2020 $8,879.44 $8,829.00 $50.44 

  Year-to-Date $339,038.36 $373,160.00 -$34,121.64 

I can do all things in him who strengthens me.  - Philippians 4:13 

How You Can Help our Parish to Thrive! 
 

What is the best way to make your voice heard, and 

also to help our pastor to accomplish the vision for 

our parish in concrete ways? Join the Parish Pastoral 

Council! Fr. Nick is looking for new parishioners to 

replace two outgoing members. We meet (virtually, 

for now) on the second Tuesday of every month. 

Council members may be asked to lead an initiative 

or find people to do so. Please call or email Fr. Nick 

if you’re interested: pastor@marymagdalen.org. 

Our first public Masses (apart from a brief reprieve 

in July) began four weeks ago, much to the joy of 

parishioners delighted to join each other — at a safe 

social distance — in the Dominican Garden. Come 

to the Vigil Mass; the number of participants is un-

limited!  (Everyone receives a ’health check’ at the entrance; masks 

are required.) Current Mass time is 5:30 pm; when PST be-

gins in November, the time will switch to 4:00 pm.  

Above: Fr. Nick addresses the congregation on October 10th. 

Celebrant: Priest-in-Residence Fr. Anthony Nwankwo. 
 

Below:  Gregory Saldanha, saxophone; Molly Wakeling, 
electric cello; Catie Cariaga Nakamura, electric guitar. 

Photos by Andy Canepa, Director of Musici     

https://www.popefrancisvoter.org/
https://www.popefrancisvoter.org/
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https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
https://marymagdalen.org/pc-nomination/
mailto:pastor@marymagdalen.org?subject=Parish%20Pastoral%20Council


$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

FFLLOOOORR DDIIMMEENNSSIIOONNSS,, IINNCC..
CCAARRPPEETT  --  VVIINNYYLL  --  HHAARRDDWWOOOODD  --  TTIILLEE

LLIINNOOLLEEUUMM  --  LLAAMMIINNAATTEE

10% OFF WITH THIS AD 1081 Eastshore Hwy
Family Operated since 1986 Albany, CA, 94710

Between Gilman and Buchanan
info@floordimensions.com 510-525-5656

MATT BOWMAN
COMPLETE

TREE CARE
FREE ESTIMATES
• Trimming/Removal

• Aesthetic Tree

Maintenance

• Disease and Pest

Diagnosis

• 20 Years Experience

• Fully Insured 

P.L. & P.D.

510-883-1748
919138 St Mary Magdalen Church

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
www.jspaluch.com                                                       For  Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

ONE NAME TO REMEMBER 
WHEN IT’S TIME TO

REMEMBER
EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE

SERVICES SINCE 1908

101 Colusa Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530

F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT
PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM • 510.525.5111

CEMETERY • CREMATORY • MORTUARY
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