
    

  

 

   

   Rev. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor     

   His Excellency, Michael Barber, SJ, Bishop — Diocese of Oakland 

Imagine that you are Joseph. You are about to get married and start a family. You find out your betrothed is    

already pregnant. Not only that, but an angel tells you to go ahead with the marriage. You marry Mary anyway, 

and then you find out there is to be a census and you’ll have to travel to Bethlehem, your hometown, just at the 

time your new wife is to give birth. What else could go wrong? Oh, but there’s no room where you can lodge for 

the night in all of Bethlehem. Sleep in a barn? And if that’s not 

enough, your wife’s labor has begun, Mary is going to give birth 

out in the cold—couldn’t this have waited at least another day? 

And the crises didn’t end with your child’s birth. Rumor has it 

the local king is after your baby and is killing any child who 

might challenge his rule. The king has to be demented, but 

quick, let’s head for Egypt, just to be safe! 
 

Joseph and Mary were nothing if not resilient. They adapted to 

each situation as it came about. We hear no complaining about 

things not going as planned. Instead, they apparently took their 

problems in stride and went on with their lives. Probably many 

others were suffering the same kind of hardships, but that didn’t 

make their difficulties less formidable.  
 

Sound familiar? Just about every time we regained our footing over the last year, some new crisis came along 

forcing us to adopt new plans. I doubt that any of us are where we expected to be—emotionally, spiritually,    

financially, or physically—at the beginning of this year. Yet here we are. For the most part we’ve taken things 

good-naturedly and survived. We are celebrating the birth of the Christ in a similar context to his actual birth.  
 

Perhaps this year will give us a better appreciation of how central the Incarnation—Jesus’ birth—is in human  

history. God interrupted human history to set it on a new course. From then on humankind has been headed   

toward the kingdom of God, rather than futility. The theologian Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J., saw all creation 

as drawn toward an “Omega Point” in which there would be perfect union with God. The birth of Christ was a 

fulcrum that tipped human striving away from futility to real progress in that union.  
 

I doubt that it was obvious to Mary and Joseph, as they traveled toward Bethlehem, that they were participating  

in a major shift in human history. For the moment, they just needed to find a place to stay, register for the census 

and return home. Maybe the privations we’ve suffered over the past year seemed pointless as they unfolded, but 

like the Holy Family, we can’t necessarily see the greater meaning of events as they are happening. On account  

of this, maybe we can identify with the lives of Jesus, Mary and Joseph a little more deeply this year. 
 

Merry Christmas! 

 

   Notes from Fr. Nick 

                                         Joseph and Mary 

 St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Parish  

 

 

Saturday 4:00 pm 
     (and by appointment) 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION      OFFICE HOURS 

      

 “Together we share our 
Faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

We live the Gospel, 
and we care for others.” 

WEBSITE           

2005 Berryman Street | Berkeley, CA 94709 | 510-526-4811 | marymagdalen.org 

 

Monday—Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
     Closed for Lunch: Noon-1:00 pm 

Phone: 510-526-4811  

     MASS TIMES 

Sunday  9:00 am—Livestream Mass 
Sunday  11:00 am—Dominican Garden 
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Parish & School Staff 
  

Fr. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor   
pastor@marymagdalen.org (ext. 112) 
 

Norah Hippolyte, Business Manager 
nhippolyte@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 111) 
 

Andy Canepa, Music Director   
acanepa@marymagdalen.org (ext. 122) 
 

Heather Skinner, Director of Religious Education 

& VP, School of the Madeleine 
hskinner@themadeleine.com   
 

Deacon Jeff Burns, Parish Renewal 
jburns@marymagdalen.org 
 

 

Cat Nielsen, Parish Technologist 

RCIA Coordinator 
website@marymagdalen.org (ext. 113) 
 

Carolyn Tune, Office Assistant  

ctune@marymagdalen.org (ext. 110) 
 

Oscar Guillen, Facilities Supervisor 

Ana Guillen, Housekeeper 
 

 

Fr. Ioane Patita Ono, In Residence 
ioaneono@marymagdalen.org (ext. 124) 
 

Fr. Anthony Nwankwo, MSM, In Residence 
anwankwo@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 126) 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Kristin Collins, Convener 
ppc@marymagdalen.org 
 

Parish Finance Council 
Ann Flemer, Chair  
theflemer@aol.com  
 

Laura Morland 
Volunteer Bulletin Editor  
bulletin@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 118) 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference (ext. 787) 
 

School of the Madeleine 
1225 Milvia Street 

Berkeley, CA 94709 

(510) 526-4744  
  

Joseph Nagel, Principal 

jnagel@themadeleine.com 
 

Jennifer Walwark, Vice-Principal 

jwalwark@themadeleine.com 
 

Mary Schweska, Secretary 

madmary@themadeleine.com 

CFCS Funeral Services 510-223-2165  
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As a result of the rain forecast for last Saturday, our 

Taizé Outdoor Prayer Service was postponed to Decem-

ber 19th at 2:00 pm in the parking lot next to the Garden. 
 

Taizé is repeated chants as a form of meditation. The 

chants are in English and other languages. In addition, 

the service includes music, readings, intercessory 

prayers, and moments of silent reflection.   
 

For more information: tinyurl.com/what-is-Taize 
 

The service will last about an hour, and would be an 

ideal mini-Advent retreat! 

Saturday 5:30 For the People of the Parish 

Sunday  9:00 Intentions of Elizabeth Gil 

  11:00 Intentions of Paul Sporer 

Monday  8:30 Intentions of Leila Lukban 

    and Alejandro Lukban RIP 

  5:30 Rex R. Vaubel RIP 

Tuesday  8:30 Virginia Abrahamson RIP 

  5:30 Joe McGruder RIP 

Wednesday 8:30 Íñigo José Guzman 

  5:30 Joe McGruder RIP 

Thursday 8:30 Jorge D. Mora RIP 

  1:00 For the Children of the Parish 

  8:00 For the People of the Parish  

Friday  9:00 Intentions of Evelyn Betschart  

  11:00 Intentions of Ubillus Reyes 

    & Karpen & Lazo 

Saturday 8:30 Mary Abrahamson RIP 

 

 

 

 20th   FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
    2 Samuel 7:1-12, 14-16 / Romans 16:25-27 /  
          Luke 1:26-38 
 21st   Advent Weekday [St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor] 
       Wisdom 2:8-14 / Luke 1:39-45 
 22nd  Advent Weekday  
     1 Samuel 1:24-28 / Luke 1:46-56 
 23rd  Advent Weekday [St. John of Kanty, Priest] 
     Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 / Luke 1:57-66 
 24th   Advent Weekday [Readings for the Morning] 
     2 Samuel 7:1-12, 14-16 / Luke 1:67-79 
 25th   Solemnity: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
     Isaiah 52:7-10 / Hebrews 1:1-6 / John 1:1-18  
26th   Feast:  Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 
     Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Matthew 10:17-22 

 

Collection for the Week Ending December 13th 
 

Sunday 
 

Actual 
 

Budget 
 

 Difference 

12/13/2020 $7,181.50 $8,829.00 -$1,647.50 

  Year-to-Date $409,125.02 $452,621.00 -$43,495.98 

Thank you all for your support of your parish.   

Christmas Sing-A-Long 
The Music ministry is 
inviting everyone to 
participate in our 2nd 
Congregational Sing-  
a-Long, which will be 
played during the 
Livestream Mass at  

8:00 pm on Christmas Eve. As with Jubilate, Servite at 
Pentecost, Samuel Leung will be compiling everyone’s 
performance — this time, to Joy to the World. You may 
sing, play an instrument, or both.  
 

Samuel has provided audio and video files to help eve-
ryone participate. The sheet music, piano recording, 
and instructions are all found on the home page of our 
parish website: marymagdalen.org.  
 

Please submit your video recording by Saturday,     
December 19th, at sleung@marymagdalen.org. 

Beethoven Tickets Available Now 
 

The new Covid-19 restrictions have caused our Music 
Director, Andy Canepa, and parishioner and caterer 
Lourdes Guzman to postpone their musical and culi-
nary tribute to Beethoven until January 22nd-24th.  Please 
call 510-526-4811 to exchange or order new tickets. 

 

December 24th, 1:00 pm:   
 Family Mass—Dominican Garden 

December 24th, 8:00 pm:   
 Christmas Vigil Mass—livestreamed [church closed] 

December 25th, 11:00 am:   

 Christmas Mass — Dominican Garden  

 [This Mass will be moved inside the church in case of rain.] 

Special Christmas Musical Event! 
Andy Canepa and members of the music ministry are 
busy recording musical numbers for an online concert to 
be shown at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, Dec. 23rd, on our 

Facebook page and perhaps elsewhere. Details to come!  
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!
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CCAARRPPEETT  --  VVIINNYYLL  --  HHAARRDDWWOOOODD  --  TTIILLEE

LLIINNOOLLEEUUMM  --  LLAAMMIINNAATTEE

10% OFF WITH THIS AD 1081 Eastshore Hwy
Family Operated since 1986 Albany, CA, 94710

Between Gilman and Buchanan
info@floordimensions.com 510-525-5656

MATT BOWMAN
COMPLETE

TREE CARE
FREE ESTIMATES
• Trimming/Removal

• Aesthetic Tree

Maintenance

• Disease and Pest

Diagnosis

• 20 Years Experience

• Fully Insured 

P.L. & P.D.

510-883-1748
919138 St Mary Magdalen Church

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
www.jspaluch.com                                                       For  Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

ONE NAME TO REMEMBER 
WHEN IT’S TIME TO

REMEMBER
EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE

SERVICES SINCE 1908

101 Colusa Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530

F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT
PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM • 510.525.5111
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