
Feast of St. Mary Magdalen 

 St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Parish  

     

  Notes from Fr. Nick 

                     Cynicism
The goal of ancient Greek cynics was to live a life of extreme virtue freed from want. Cynics offered the     
possibility of happiness and freedom from suffering in uncertain times. Cynics often espoused extremely   
ascetic lives. This is far from my mental picture of today’s cynics: people who have an opinion on just about 
everything, and rail against all who do not agree with them or meet their standards. There is a certain         
comfort in forming an opinion, then passing judgment on all those who can’t or won’t follow along. 
 

I think it’s important to distinguish the cynic from the skeptic. Skeptics are leery of accepting things at face 
value. They want evidence to back up the validity of others’ claims. “Prove it!” is the skeptic’s maxim.       
Skeptics often keep us from charging down avenues of thought which turn out to be cul-de-sacs.  
 

Cynics, on the other hand, dismiss and even scorn other people’s ideas outright. Often this is because the  
other person belongs to an age group, lifestyle, political party, ethnicity, or geographical region that the    
cynic has already rejected. The cynic assumes that others are motivated purely out of self-interest. The       
cynic paints with a very broad brush, and his or her pallet is always dark. 
 

On the political right, cynical people conceived and spread many of the conspiracy theories that called the  
previous presidential election into question. However, liberals and progressives are not immune from cyni-
cism. As I walked down Hopkins Street last summer, a guy yelled from his car, “Take off the cowboy hat, you 
racist!” I doubt he was aware that I choose to live with people of color — the hat was enough to brand me.  
 

Cynicism stifles debate, cuts off creative solutions, and forces people to choose sides. Maybe the most misera-
ble thing about cynics is their anger. Blind righteousness corrodes their sense of humor, sympathy, and trust  
in others. They sit alone in their silos, laptops in hand, interacting only with those who agree with them.  
 

Are you a cynic? It’s very easy to slip into cynicism. It can start with healthy skepticism, but when we see 
dark motivations behind uncomfortable ideas, the cynic inside us begins to develop. If others agree with us, 
we’re well on the way. At this juncture, our concerns may be very valid and require addressing. But when    
we stop respecting others because our opinions differ, we’ve fallen into the cynic’s trap. The best antidote is 
to remain humble, maintain a sense of humor, and truly engage our opponents as human beings. 

 

Saturday 4:00 pm 
       (and by appointment) 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION      OFFICE HOURS 

      

 
 

“Together we share our 
Faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

We live the Gospel, 
and we care for others.” 

WEBSITE          marymagdalen.org 

 

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm      

Phone: 510-526-4811 (closed from 12:00-1:00 pm) 

     MASS TIMES 
Saturday 5:30 pm—Vigil Mass 
Sunday    9:00 am—Livestream Mass 
Sunday  11:00 am—Dominican Garden 

2005 Berryman Street | Berkeley, CA 94709 | 510-526-4811 | marymagdalen.org 

   

   Rev. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor     
   The Most Rev. Michael C. Barber, SJ, Bishop of Oakland 

 

 



Parish & School Staff 
  

Fr. Nicholas Glisson, Pastor   
pastor@marymagdalen.org (ext. 112) 
 

Norah Hippolyte, Business Manager 
nhippolyte@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 111) 
 

Andy Canepa, Music Director   
acanepa@marymagdalen.org (ext. 122) 
 

Heather Skinner, Director of Religious Education 
& Vice-Principal, Madeleine 
hskinner@themadeleine.com   
 

Deacon Jeff Burns, Parish Renewal 
jburns@marymagdalen.org 
 
 

Cat Nielsen, Parish Technologist 
RCIA Coordinator 
website@marymagdalen.org (ext. 113) 
 

Carolyn Tune, Office Assistant  
ctune@marymagdalen.org (ext. 110) 
 

Oscar Guillen, Facilities Supervisor 
Ana Guillen, Housekeeper 
 

 

Fr. Ioane Patita Ono, In Residence 
ioaneono@marymagdalen.org (ext. 124) 
 

Fr. Anthony Nwankwo, MSM, In Residence 
anwankwo@marymagdalen.org  (ext. 126) 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Kristin Collins, Convener 
ppc@marymagdalen.org 
 

Parish Finance Council 
Ann Flemer, Chair  
theflemer@aol.com  
 

Laura Morland 
Bulletin Editor (ext. 118) 
bulletin@marymagdalen.org   
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference (ext. 787) 
 

School of the Madeleine 
1225 Milvia Street 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
(510) 526-4744  
  

Joseph Nagel, Principal 
jnagel@themadeleine.com 
 

Jennifer Walwark, Vice-Principal 
jwalwark@themadeleine.com 
 

Mary Schweska, Secretary 
madmary@themadeleine.com 

CFCS Funeral Services 510-223-2165  
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25th S  S   O  T  
  2 Kings 4:42-44 / Ephesians 4:1-6 /  
        John 6:1-15  
26th Memorial: Sts. Joachim & Anne  
   Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34 / Matthew 13:31-35  
27th Weekday  
   Exodus 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28 / Matthew 13:36-43  
28th Weekday 
   Exodus 34:29-35 / Matthew 13:44-46  
29th Memorial: Sts. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
  Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38 / Jn 11:19-27    
30th Weekday [Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doctor] 
 Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34-37 / 
     Ma hew 13:54-58  
31st  Memorial: St. Ignatius of Loyola   

   Leviticus 25:1, 8-17 / Matthew 14:1-12  

 

Collection for the Week Ending July 18th, 2021 
 

Sunday 
 

Actual 
 

Budget 
 

Difference 

07/18/2021 $8,011.90 $8,471.00 -$459.10 

Year-to-Date $234,854.53 $256,188.00 -$21,333.47 

Thank you to all who donated (separately) to the Concert!  

 

Saturday 5:30 For the People of the Parish 
Sunday  9:00 Intentions of Joe & Ann Fitzgerald 
  11:00 Thelma Ramos RIP 
Monday  8:30 Intentions of the Lukban Family 
  5:30 Bernice McMillan RIP 
Tuesday  8:30 José de Mesa RIP 
  5:30 José Ras RIP 
Wednesday 8:30 Herman Hendricks RIP 
  5:30 Eunice Jackson RIP 
Thursday 8:30 Carolyn Britschgi RIP 
  5:30 José Ras RIP 
Friday  8:30 Simplicio Gabuya & Marian Tan RIP 
  5:30 José Ras RIP 
Saturday 8:30 Intentions of Will Silloway 

As of now, we have pledged or donated 65% of our goal! 

.

Donate on our site, or pledge 
here: tinyurl.com/bp-appeal 
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email: RushT@jspaluch.com

Call Traci Rush
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!
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TREE CARE
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• Disease and Pest

Diagnosis
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510-883-1748
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Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System
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Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit
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Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
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Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
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ON A

JOURNEY.
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ONE NAME TO REMEMBER 
WHEN IT’S TIME TO
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EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE

SERVICES SINCE 1908

101 Colusa Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530

F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT
PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS
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