August 16, 2026 | Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
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STAFF CONTACTS FOR PARISH & SCHOOL: marymagdalen.org/staff

B APTISM: Preparation classes will resume in September.

“Tog ether we share our Please call the parish office for more information.

aith in Jesus Christ.
‘i J CONFIRMATION: Classes run from September through May; contact the office for more information.

We live the GOSJO e [; ) MARRIAGE: Please contact the pastor at least six months prior to the wedding.
and we care for others.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: The Sacrament is offered at every 5" Sunday Mass, and by appointment.

2005 Berryman Street | Berkeley, CA 94709 | 510-526-4811 | marymagdalen.org
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A ~ August 16%, 2026

Parish Collections through August 9%, 2026

Sunday Actual Budget | Difference

08/09/2026 | $12,728.95| $10,000.00| $2,728.95

Year-to-Date |$331,764.90 | $332,000.00 -$235.10
A great week!

It’s Easy to Make a Financial
Donation to your Parishl

This QR code leads to the Parish
Donation page — use it to HER;
initiate a one~time Donation. ‘j H

Or click below:
tinyurl.com/SMM-Donations

(Questions? Call our Business Manager,
Norah Hippolyte, at 510.526.4811 x 111)

Scripture Readings for the Week

161 TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/
Matthew 15:21-28
17t Weekday
Ezekiel 24:15-23/Matthew 19:16-22
18 Weekday
Ezekiel 28:1-10/Matthew 19:23-30
19t Weekday [St. John Eudes, Priest]
Ezekiel 34:1-11/Matthew 20:1-16
20t Memorial: St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor
Ezekiel 36:23-28/Matthew 22:1-14
21st Memorial: Saint Pius X, Pope
Ezekiel 37:1-14/Matthew 22:34-40
22rd Memorial: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ezekiel 43:1-7/Matthew 23:1-12

Mass Intentions @

Saturday  5:30 Refuguio Calderon RIP
Sunday 8:00 Intentions of Chris Kiefer & Family
9:30 Sally, Liam and Yvonne
Campbell, RIP
11:30 For the People of the Parish
Monday  5:30 Nicholas Espejo RIP

Wednesday 5:30 Richard Morgan RIP
Friday 5:30 Bill Rauch RIP

Parish Calendar for the rest of August, 2026

August 14 Peace & Justice Monthly Meeting

Friday 4:00 - 5:00 pm, Norton Hall

August15/16 Preacher at Weekend Masses: Fr. Ranjit
Weekend 5:30 pm Saturday; 8:00/9:30/11:30 am Sunday
August18  Discussion of the Sunday Gospel Zoom link:
Tuesday 2:00-3:00 pm, tinyurl.com/SMM-GospelGroup

Summer Reconciliation Service
6:00 pm, Church. (See notice below.)

August 20

Thursday

August21  Discussion of the Sunday Gospel

Friday 9:15-10:15 am, Conference Room

August22/23 Preacher at Weekend Masses: Fr. Nick
Weekend 5:30 pm Saturday; 8:00/9:30/11:30 am Sunday
August 23 4th Sunday Dinner for the Hungry o
Sunday Noon-4:00 pm, Magdalen Hall. Sign Ups: @2
August25  Discussion of the Sunday Gospel Zoom link:
Tuesday 2:00-3:00 pm, tinyurl.com/SMM-GospelGroup
August29  4th Annual Parish International Dinner %
Saturday 6:30 pm, Magdalen Hall . Buy Tickets here: [
August 30  6th Annual Parish-School Picnic

Sunday 10:30 am, Live Oak Park. (Volunteers needed.)

Your Catholic School
in Berkeley

SCHOOL OF THE

MADELEINE

Call for tour (510) 526-4744 | www.themadeleine.co
1225 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94709

Summer
Reconciliation
Service
New day and time:
This Thursday,
August 20th
6:00 pm

Exchange your heavy
load for the lighter
burden of Christ.
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Foweth rtunual Tutennational Dinner
Satwrday, tugust 29 at 6:50
Tickets: Vickets at Sunday Masses [m]: 2= [m]
Adults: $30.00 or Online: =

Children: Free  Ziwgurl. com| S - JntlDinner [=]

Tilipino ~ Adolo, Pancit Panton, Pinaibet, Seiwita Bread B

Rorean ~ Rimehi, Rimbap, Bulgogi, Japehac
Tndian ~ Boryani, Tibtoa Masala, Vegetarian Rorma, zml’cwldaa

« 7~‘
Wcmeae Edamame, Sunomene Salad, &Zg{mm 7cam %mu;w& Rolls

Danish — Rudbil, Branede Rartfl X

Prlish — Resthasa, Puvvag., Pusstecdls, Foomiusia Papicoks (Papal rcam cake

Wonoccan — (hicken Tagine A

M editernancan — Bakblava

Frenctt — (lafoatis (Poines & (Cerises)

Amenican — Deudled egge, Mac w (Cheese

Salads — (aesar Salad, Roeasted Beet & Orange, French Potato Salad,
Moroccan Satad, Cucumber Salad, (elery Reot Remoalade
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Notes from Fr. Nick

Aot Sagern: Tuventor of Gothic rtrchitectune

Our summer reconciliation service will take place at 6:00 p.m., this Thursday, August 20%. It is also the feast of
St. Bernard of Clairvaux. I intend to preach on a feud that St. Bernard had with fellow Abbot, Suger of Sant Denis.
I won’t have time to say much about Abbot Suger’s life on Thursday, but since he is such an interesting character,
I think it appropriate to fill in a little of his back story here.

Suger might be called the Steve Jobs of the 12t century. He was a tireless self-promoter and had no problem with
self-esteem. A true polymath, Suger dabbled in almost everything and did almost all of it very well. He was an
able theologian and scholar, and also the Regent of France while King Louis was away on a crusade. He capably
administered his abbey, and he was instrumental in uniting various regions into modern France. In his spare time,
he invented Gothic architecture!

Gothic architecture is the visible expression of neo-Platonic philosophy, which \/-"//
taught that the world we live in is a reflection of heaven, and human beings’
noblest goal is to make our world a more accurate reflection of that. Church
buildings are considered precincts of heaven here on earth. The more accu-
rately a church’s architecture recreates heaven, the more perfect it is.

Light was seen by medieval scholars as the earthly element closest to that of
heaven (they didn’t make our distinction between energy and matter). There-
fore, filling a church with heavenly light brought its interior closer to heaven
than any other structure could.

Abbot Suger was inspired by the writings of neo-Platonic writer known as
Pseudo-Dionysius, whose book, Heavenly Hierarchy, describes the order of
heaven. Since the Church was founded by Christ, Dionysius assumed that the
hierarchy in the earthly Church reflected that of heaven. Thus, the orders of
deacons, priests and bishops reflected the ranks of angels in heaven (Cherubim, , -
Seraphim, angel and archangels) and the hierarchy of matter here on Earth Jean-Guillaume Duplessis, 1821
reflected that of heaven. Thus, light held the highest place of importance.

Suger designed the reconstruction of the his Abbey, St. Denis, with this goal in mind. Located just north of Paris,
it had long been the royal burial place of kings, and Suger felt a special motivation to honor its patron, St. Denis,
in its architecture. Having studied the Heavenly Hierarchy, Suger set about articulating Dionysius’ description of
heaven in the small chapels on the east end of the church. Suger opened up their walls and filled them with
stained glass, allowing light to stream in. This was made possible by the use of the pointed arch, buttresses, and
ribbed vaulting in the ceiling, all of which were free from bearing the weight of the building. Suger didn’t invent
any of these techniques, but he consolidated them into one place. (In this way he resembled Henry Ford, who did
not invent the automobile, but by bringing together different elements, made it practical to produce.)

The original chapels can still be seen at St. Denis. Compared to later Gothic architecture, the chevet (group of 7
adjoining chapels) is not very impressive. It is small — the builders were not yet sure of the limits to which they
could take their ideas. But when it appeared, the chevet represented a new direction. The chevet might have been
a one-off, if somebody more modest had built it. Suger, on the other hand, was eager to say, “Look what I did!”

He invited the abbots, abbesses, bishops, and noblemen of France to take a look. Indeed they were impressed,
went home and started building their own copies. Soon the style swept France and influenced the rest of Europe.

In my homily this Thursday, I'll talk about the letters between Abbot Bernard and Abbot Suger. In their early
correspondence, the abbot of Clairvaux chastised Suger for his flamboyance. As time goes on, Bernard softened,
realizing that his colleague had more substance than he had at first assumed. There is, in fact, a place for both an
ascetic like Bernard and an aesthete like Suger.
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Study Pope Leo’s 1st Encyclical

Exciting news from
Jeff Burns, our
Permanent Deacon:

| POPE
+| LEOXIV

‘.

¥ MAGNIFICA
HUMANITAS

Deacon Jeff, now a
Professor Emeritus of
the Franciscan School

MAGNIEICENT of Theology, w%ll lead a
HUMANITY study group this Fall
ey to examine Pope Leo's
OnProtectingthe  recent encyclical,
Human Person in om .
the Age of Artificial M, ag nlﬁ ca Humanitas.
Intelligence Beginning on Septem-
& ber 14, 2026, partici-
e ants in the class wi
j; ¥%2  pantsin the class will

read and discuss the
encyclical over the course of five weeks, gathering in
Norton Hall each Monday evening at 7:00 pm.
Jeff Burns, Ph.D., is widely published in local church
history and serves as the director of the Academy of
American Franciscan History.

Interested? Email: jburns@marymagdalen.org.
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In today's Gospel reading, a foreign woman
was asking Jesus to cure her daughter.
But Jesus said that He was sent to care for
the children of Israel, not foreigners.

The woman replied to Jesus,
"But even the eat the scraps
that fall from their master's table!"

Refugee Fos?
Care

(—]j Catholic Charit
of Santa Clara (

Raising Hope and Fostering Dreams

Learn how YOU can provide a home of healing and belonging to a
refugee youth in need!

thekidsbulletin.com

Isaiah 56 Fill-in-the-Blanks

Use the words below to fill in the blanks.
Then use the marked letters to fill in the appropriate spaces at the end.

N fus says the Lord-

5

g S ]

| Observe what is right, do what is __ ____|__;
o .

':ﬂ)r my salvation is about to come,

my justice, about to b2 0 S, oS

The » foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
mim’stering to him,
loving the name of the L_" S S
and-Eecoming his __ E o VR

)

allwho __ __ __T_\ the __ B

free from }arofanation
and hold to my covenant,
|
|

them 7 will Bring to my way _Lﬁ__. bk AR N
and make joyful in my house cfli__ S S
their burnt offerings and sacrifices
will be acceymﬁfe onmy __ l; Lo N
foramy SRS S ° | shall be called a

house of prayer for __
il

HESENEI NG 7 8 9 10

~ (C\Q‘
AL SIS SO S S LN

ALTAR REVEALED KEEP
. . HOUSE MOUNTAIN JUST
What did she say she was like? PRAYER SERVANTS LORD
Connect the dots to find out! SABBATH


https://tinyurl.com/Refugee-Foster-Care
mailto:jburns@marymagdalen.org?subject=Pope%20Leo's%20Encyclical
https://tinyurl.com/PopeLeoEncyclical
https://tinyurl.com/Refugee-Foster-Care
https://tinyurl.com/TheKidsBulletin
https://tinyurl.com/TheKidsBulletin
https://tinyurl.com/TheKidsBulletin
https://tinyurl.com/TheKidsBulletin
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ADT-Monitored Home Security !

Got 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust |

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
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